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Finland

Ahertajantie 5
Ussimaa (Region) 02100 Espoo

Commission

1962

Completion

1966

Original name

Weilin & Göös painotalo [Weilin & Göös printing 
works]

Other denominations

Näyttelykeskus WeeGee [Weegee Exhibition 
Centre]

Original use

Industry/industry

Current use

Culture/leisure/tourism/museum

Architects

Aarno Ruusuvuori

Concrete by reinforcement

Reinforced concrete

Construction method

Cast-in-place concrete, in-situ concrete

Architectural concrete

Architectural concrete

Structural types

Two-dimensional/[cantilever] roof, [suspended] roof, 
Two-dimensional/[waffle] slab

Description

The work of the architect Aarno Ruusuvuori is characterized by complex reinforced concrete 
structures, combined with curtain walls and steel joinery. This building for a printing company is 
one of the most remarkable in his career. It is located in an industrial area of the city of Tapiola, in 
an area surrounded by dense pine forests. Despite its large scale and its Brutalist aesthetic – 
which expresses its unique concrete structure – the volume is delicately placed on the site: with 
minimal topographic alterations, it respects the trees and the masses of stones on the site and 
generates a clearing in the forest that takes advantage of the surroundings by giving the 
workspaces views onto the landscape.
The Weilin & Göös printworks is a modular building, and its current configuration is the result of 
two successive expansions: initially the building consisted of four modules, and it was eventually 
expanded to include eight. The structure of each of the modules – measuring 27 m on each side 
and two stories high – is entirely independent. In each one, a wide central pillar rises past the level 
of the concrete roof, which it supports with the help of inclined braces, visible from the outside. 
This generates an open interior space on the top floor, suited to large printing machinery, along 



with a façade, made of glass and concrete, characterized by total compositional freedom. The top 
floor slab, on the other hand, is held up by a conventional network of pillars due to the weight of 
the machinery it needs to support. The administrative uses, entirely compatible with this structure, 
are located on the ground floor, which opens onto the landscape.
After the end of its industrial activity, at the beginning of this century, the building was acquired by 
the local government and is now used for cultural programming.

Links

DOCOMOMO Virtual Exhibition
EMMA Museum Official Website
VIMEO Trailer | EMMA – Espoo Museum of Modern Art
ETSA Sevilla

http://exhibition.docomomo.com/items/show/16483
https://emmamuseum.fi/en/
https://vimeo.com/297728478
https://proyectos4etsa.wordpress.com/2015/02/16/weilin-goos-printing-works-aarno-rusuvuori-1962-64/

