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Piscina das Marés [Leça Swimming Pool]
Portugal

Avenida Liberdade
Porto 4450-716 Leça da Palmeira (Matosinhos)

Commission

1961

Completion

1966
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Original name

Piscina das Marés [Leça Swimming Pool]

Original use

Sports/swimming pool

Current use

Sports/swimming pool

Architects

Alvaro Siza

Concrete by reinforcement

Plain concrete, Reinforced concrete

Construction method

Cast-in-place concrete, in-situ concrete

Architectural concrete

Architectural concrete

Structural types

One-dimensional/ [trussed] beam, Three-
dimensional/mass concrete, solid masses, Vertical 
wall structure

Description

This landscape project, by the sea, is characterized by an intelligent layout in plan: the concrete 
wall that separates the seafront promenade in Matosinhos from the rocky coastline is folded in and 
opened out to create access points and accommodate the various services and support facilities 
for a series of swimming pools and seawater bathing areas. From the city side, the project 
disappears due to the different heights of the promenade and the bathing area, which is sunken to 
a lower level to avoid obstructing views. The topographical nature of the design and the fact that it 
shies away from projecting a recognizable or iconic image is one of the values of this project by 
Álvaro Siza, which subjects the architecture to the logics of the rocky coastal landscape, making it 
the center of attention. 
Subject to the weather and to strong storms, the architecture is inseparable from the rock and 
blends into it: the concrete walls, exposed to the continuous erosion of the waves and the wind, 
have taken on a patina and texture that connects them inextricably to the place. It is a rough 
architecture, whose function is to shelter and protect the different elements of the program and 
circulation areas that descend from the promenade toward the swimming pools and the sea, all set 
in amid the walls. A series of flat roofs, merely resting on the walls, are situated only where the 
program requires more protection.

Links

Fundación DOCOMOMO ibérico
Docomomo Virtual Exhibition

http://www.docomomoiberico.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1728:piscina-de-las-mareas&Itemid=11&vista=1&lang=en
http://exhibition.docomomo.com/items/show/16780

